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People: 
Teaching music during the week, camping on 
weekends: That was the rhythm of life for 
Charissa and Rian Chiaravalloti. Then 
COVID-19 hit. “How heartbreaking it was to 
try to have singers singing in masks, or not 
singing at all,” says Charissa, who was a 
college music department chair and choral 
director. The couple started mulling a change 
in tempo, and happened upon a camp-
ground-for-sale listing. Eventually they came 
across Cady Hollow, whose owners wanted to 
retire. “The feel, the energy of being here, 
was just gorgeous,” says Charissa. “To hear 
the stream trickling down, and to see the 
fields and the green mountains – wow, this 
was perfect.” 

Progress: 
Banks saw it differently. One wouldn’t lend to 
campgrounds, another balked because the 
couple didn’t have employment in the area. 
Finally, a banker suggested The Progress 
Fund, which loaned them $399,000.

Impact: 
The 87-acre campground has 86 sites, three 
cabins and a house/store in which the couple 
will live. Their initial plans include building the 
campground’s online presence and revamp-
ing the store and cabins. Next on the list: 
building a stage on which they hope to host 
live music on weekends, and perhaps 
festivals. “I would think it would have a huge 
positive impact on the community, culturally,” 
says Charissa. Sounds like the couple’s new 
rhythm could have everybody singing again.
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Location: 
158 Cady Hollow Road
Port Allegany, PA

County: 
McKean

Description: 
Business acquisition loan

Total Project Cost: 
$619,000 
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